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RONALD UMC VISION STATEMENT AND PURPOSE OF MINISTRY STATEMENT 
 

Purpose of Ministry Statement: We are a responsive, respectful faith community reaching out in service to 
the needs of those around us with understanding, unlimited compassion and Christ centered support. 
 

Vision Statement: Our vision of sustainable ministry is to be a center of hospitality, hope                    
and service, responding to the spiritual and basic needs of our community. 
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Talk to strangers 
 

In an effort to get to know more about the people in our community, I try to get outside the 

building a couple of times each week. I’ve taken walks around different parts of the neighborhood. I’ve 

stopped in to the Deseret Industries, Shoreline Fire Station 61, Shorewood High School, and the Highland Ice 

Arena to introduce myself.  

During my outdoor excursions, I’ve noticed that some adults still adhere to the personal safety rule that 

several generations of Americans learned as children: Don’t talk to strangers. In recent years, we’ve 

 discovered some problems with the oversimplified “stranger danger” rule (e.g. there are occasions when it’s  

important for children to find a safe adult to ask for help.) It turns out, we may also have created an  

unintentional consequence for adults.  

Of course, there are different theories about why we tend to avoid talking to strangers. Some of us have  

become cell phone zombies, seldom looking up to notice that there are other human beings around us. We 

may not appreciate the inconvenience that sometimes comes with talking to strangers. Some of us think we 

should all just “mind our own business.” And perhaps some of us never really learned how to talk to 

strangers.  

In an effort to learn more, I went looking for answers and stumbled upon an article by Kio Stark called How 

to talk to strangers.1 As you might guess from the title, Stark doesn’t spend much ink explaining why most 

adults still don’t talk to strangers. Instead, she offers five “expeditions” that can be done alone or with a  

partner. 

I was so intrigued, I decided to try them all. Over the next five months, I intend to try one “expedition” each 

month and share some of my observations.  

As she introduces them, “The expeditions are presented in order of increasing challenge — increased  

complexity, increased emotional risk, increased potential for depth of interaction. The first expedition is a 

warm-up…”  
 

Whether you try the rest or not, I encourage you to at least try this first one. 

1. Watch and learn – spend an hour in a public place where you won’t likely encounter people you 

know.  Take notes about what you see. Describe how people are dressed, their posture, their skin  

      color, how they interact.  

If you are inspired to invent backstories for any of them, make sure to specify the details about them that 

inform your narrative. Note any characteristics about them that inform your narrative. 
 

My notes from expedition 1 - Watch and Learn: First, a confession, I spent 30 minutes, not the whole hour. 
As part of my “get to know the people in our community” exercise, I decided to sit on the bench in front of 
Deseret Industries between the cross walk and the bus stop. I sat down at 11:45 on a sunny Thursday morning 
and counted 31 people in those 30 minutes (literally, one right after the other.) I offer ages and descriptions 
that are, at best approximations, at worst reveal my culturally biased judgments.   
 

A 50-ish Asian man pulling a suitcase walks to the bus stop. Seconds later he’s joined by a white man in his 
20’s wearing hoodie with thin white cords running from hear ears to what I guessed was the phone in his 
pocket. While they wait, they do not talk. In fact, they never acknowledge one another.   
 

A 20 something black man across the street waits at the cross walk.  When the signal finally changes, he 
walks his bike across and head into the Deseret parking lot.  
 

I look up again to see a white “business woman” across the street, repeatedly pushing the button for the 
cross walk, just as the young man before her did. When it finally changes, she crosses with a pronounced 
limp. As she comes closer, I notice the coat over her arm hides a paper sack, and what I thought was a  
briefcase is a folder with loose papers. She too heads into Deseret.  
 

An ‘older’ Asian man walks by in front of me. Our eyes happen to meet. We nod to one another, as he 
continues walking up the street.  
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 2 

 

Two women now wait for the bus: the older in a sweater, the younger in a sweatshirt and bright orange running 
shoes. It seems they both walked out of the Deseret parking lot, but neither have packages.  Neither sit. The younger 
looks up from the cell phone in her hand only once, to glance at the bus schedule, before looking again at the device 
in her hands. The older stands and waits patiently, perhaps never inclined to distract herself, not even with the 
schedule.  
 

A young Asian man wearing a backpack walks by me. He glances at me but quickly looks away when meets my eyes.  
 

Across the street, a middle-aged homeless man strolls down the path. His overstuffed backpack and the “attitude” of 
his walk make me think, “he’s not afraid to fight.”  
 

From one direction, a young mom pushes her toddler in a stroller and passes me just as a woman wearing an official 
looking name badge passes from the other direction. The woman with the name badge meets my eye and smiles.  
 

A family of four wait to cross the street to come to my side. The ‘mom’ stands behind the stroller. The ‘dad’ holds 
onto the “leash” that tethers the toddler.  The ‘parents’ take turn pushing the button for the cross walk that everyone 
seems to agree takes too long to respond. 
 

Across the street, beyond the path and greenway, I see an older man walking slowly behind a walker that appears to 
double as his grocery cart.  
 

A pair of women come by, talking to another. They are too engaged in their conversation to notice me. Following a 
dozen steps behind them, walks a white-haired woman in dark sunglasses. Holding her purse against her chest, she 
wears the strap over her head and one shoulder to keep it safe. She glances at me but looks away without acknowl-
edging me.  
 

Across the street, I think I see an older man walking for exercise. As he comes into view I see he is not as old as I’d 
first thought. He is probably not exercising either. His hands are stuffed inside the pockets of his sweat pants. He 
looks like he has been cold for some time and is trying to get warm.  
 

A stylishly-dressed younger woman strolls toward me (maybe one of the first to walk from the north to the south on 
my side of the street.) She has been shopping at Fred Meyers. Her purchases under her arm and in the bags she car-
ries. She stops at the bus stop. I assume she’s headed home to some trendy North Seattle neighborhood. After she 
adjusts her bags. She keeps walking. I guess we’re in the trendy neighborhood.  
 

An old man comes toward me carrying a paper bag. A tube runs under his nose to the oxygen tank he has in a sling 
draped over his shoulder. He’s followed closely by what I describe as a tattooed “hipster” in a beanie carrying a 
thermos of coffee.  
 

A 30-something bearded man in a ball cap waits at the cross walk, pushing the button as if playing some rhythm 
push, push, push, push…push, push, push, push… Two women out for their morning “walk and talk” stroll by him. 
Push, push, push, push…finally it changes and he crosses toward my side of the street.   
 

For the first time, I look up to see no one walking on either side of the street. There is only the pile of blankets and 
sleeping bag bundled around the unidentifiable person that’s been on the park bench across the street this whole 
time. A cyclist rides by on the path and seems not to notice.  I stand up and head inside just as a pack of 6 teenagers 
head my way.  
 

Then and now, I’m intrigued by my assumptions and my descriptions (e.g. While age and gender seemed to carry 
through, at some point, I stopped identifying people by race.) 
Next month, I’ll summarize her second “expedition” - Say ‘hello’ and I’ll share my experiences.  
 
                                                                                                  

Pastor Kelly 

 CHARGE CONFERENCE 

OCTOBER 23, 2016 , 12:30 PM  

 
 

This year charge conference  will be different.   
 

Each church will actually have two Charge Conferences.  In the first, which you can call on any given Administra-

tive Board evening, you have been given permission to call an Administrative Charge Conference to go over the 

infrastructural business of the congregation (staff compensation, new leaders, etc.).   You may call this at any time 

–please send the recording minutes and decisions (compensation etc.) to Sabrina no later than December 15th. 
 

However, when I come to your congregation (on a different time that you have arranged with Sabrina) I am hop-

ing to meet with your active leaders and walk through a conversation focused on your mission, ministry and fu-

ture.  I will, of course, still meet with your SPRC ahead of this meeting as usual. 

 

I earlier sent a “draft” of the Charge Conference.  Feel fee to share ahead of time so that we might have a 

thoughtful and informed conversation rather than just an off-the-top-of-my-head useless session.  The pastor  will 

just listen.  It is my hope that the informed-conversation will offer you avenues to pursue in your ongoing efforts to 

mature the Body of Christ. 
 

Please have a Recording Secretary present to take notes. 

 

Rich Lang, D.S.  



 
 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers: As a church and people who believe in the power of prayer, let us continue to lift 
up our loved ones and friends in the joys and concerns that they are experiencing in their 
hearts and lives…. 
 
For family members and friends who are grieving the loss of these loved ones… 
For the family of Ted Jenes for the loss of his brother, Jack Jenes. 
 
 

 
 

Those who are experiencing health concerns:  
 
 

 Lydia Fernando,  Lucy Maza, Don Jones, Cheryl (the daughter of Shirley Betham), Rose  
Bernaldez, Evangeline Digan,  Patrick and Ofelia Pascual, Jun Fernando,  Corky  and Ken 
Mayberry ,  Susan  De Groot the daughter of Virgie Sumabat,  Lui Asistio, Virgie Sumabat,  

Ardell Moe the  son-in-law of Shirley Betham, Kirk the nephew of Chita Jesalva, Jane the youngest sister of Jean 
Kennison, Andy the son of Corky Mayberry who has cancer, Holiday Grace, Don  & Joyce Jones 
and Dick Fleming  
 
 

Those in treatment for cancer, or who are in remission: Rusty Finley  
Those with continuing health concerns, or in recovery from surgery: Debbie Cavinta and Carol Sonnenfeld  
 

Our homebound members or in care facility: 
Ron Warner, Margaret Hyman, Gen Sison, Douglas Moore, Margaret Greenway, Cal McNamee, Fritz Schlatter, 
Harald Lindjord, Marilee Finlee,  Rosanne Lincoln and Jane Davenny 
 
 
 

Concerns for our community, our state, our nation, and the world: For those around the world who are suffer-
ing and in recovery from natural disasters: the people of Italy (earthquake), Louisiana, Texas, the Eastern Seaboard
(hurricane), Japan and Taiwan (Typhoon Malakas), Tanzania (earthquake). For the Muslim community in the U.S. 
and the world that continues to face grave injustice and targeting for oppressive and unfair acts of profiling. Syrian 
refugee crisis. For those places where war and terrorism continues to be a daily threat. For the continuing threat of 
the Zika virus. For our continued political process as we move toward a Presidential election and make important 
decisions on leaders and policies for our nation and the world. 
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   MISSION FOR OCTOBER 
 
 
 
 
 

YouthCare helps homeless youth with… 
  

 Basic needs like hot meals and warm clothing 
 Emergency shelter and long-term housing 
 Counseling services 
 Finishing high school or starting college 
 Employment 
 
  

                                What You can do or how can You help? 
  

Support the program, volunteer to serve lunch at the Orion Center, 
bring the needed items: travel size tooth paste, shampoo and condi-
tioner.  Make monetary donations. Please make your check payable 
to RUMC for YouthCare in the memo line. 

 

 
 

 

 
  

  

A WORD FROM HOPELINK  
 

 
 
 
Every day folks in serious need come 
to Hopelink looking for food.  
These are folks who are no signed up 
for the regular distributions.  
 

Volunteers prepare emergency bags to 
be given to them.  
 

Many do not have kitchen facilities or 
even have a basic can opener.  
This means  that pop-top  cans are 

especially helpful.  
 

The people who prepare the  emergency bags are often searching for 
pop-top cans of meal type foods such as the hearty soups that do not 
need to be diluted and pasta and other meals that contain protein.  
 
Thank you for your gifts of egg cartons. Because of your kindness, 
we are able to repackage the eggs that come to us from the grocery 
stores with one or two broken eggs. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER 
    
     02 Janice Fleming 
     04  Edna Jonason 
     08 Rose Ann Valdez 
     11 Rose Bernaldez 
     12   Harlene Ayungac 
     17 Geronimo Buccat 
     19 Noelle Valbuena-Paet 
     20 Ernie Quitevis 
     21 Rey Roque 
     22 Kielan Woodyard 
     28 Simon Reyes 
     29 Hannah Kymn                                     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OCTOBER 

 
  

 01 Phyllis & Toby Tobler 
 11 Rose Ann & Amos Valdez 
 22 Ruth & Roelif Laughlin  
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Soon you will receive a record of your giving to the 
church. If it does not agree with your own records, con-
tact Lori Mina. 
 

If you have fallen behind on what was your giving goal 
for 2016, you are welcome to bring yourself up to date, 
but if your circumstances have changed, a call to Lori is 
all that is needed to change your pledge.  
 

If you are able, an additional gift would be appreciated. 
 

Watch your bulletins and mail boxes for our 2017  
Stewardship Campaign. 

 

FROM THE SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

 

 

Thank you for your efforts to keep 
everyone  safe while  we are all  
challenged by the upheaval in our 
parking lot.  
Thank you to those who are able for 
leaving the parking spaces in front 
and closest to the church for those 
who really need them. 

 

 

 
 

FOR RENT 
 
 

Our rehabilitated building   is suitable  for a variety of  
gatherings. Encourage your friends to hold their events at 
Ronald UMC.   
Rental contacts are made with the office administrator  
during business hours. Rental income has a large impact on 
our budget.  
 
 

OUR NEW KITCHEN AT WORK 
 

For several years Ronald members have been receiving food 

from the Shoreline Farmer’s Market. Farmers have given the 

produce and fruit that would not last until their next sale to 

be donated to Hopelink for the food bank. Unfortunately, 

some of that food went bad before the next distribution. This 

was especially sad for the large quantity of berries we were 

given. This year, we have been able to bring the berries to 

our new commercial kitchen to wash, sort, and repackage. 

We can then put them into our new freezer until they can be 

taken to Hopelink. At Farmers’ Market prices, we estimate 

that we have been able to rescue nearly a thousand dollars’ 

worth of fruit for our neighbors. 
 

 

RATS! 
 

In the past we have had problems with rats and mice,  

species that are unpleasant and can do a lot of damage. This 

is the time of year that they begin to migrate indoors. They 

are attracted by food left out. It is critical that everyone take 

responsibility for cleaning up any crumbs and scraps.  

All food, whether in open packages or closed ones, must be  

secured in containers that are rodent proof. This may seem 

to be inconvenient, but cleaning up after an infestation is 

much more inconvenient. 

In Memory & In Honor of… 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the month of Sept./October  the following 
gifts were received: 
 

In Memory of:                                By: 

Jo Fischer   S & D Reynolds 
B. Sealey’s mom  S & D Reynolds 
Shelly’s mom   S & D Reynolds 
H. Reid’s death anniversary   M & D Reid 
Jack Jenes                               M & D Reid 
 

 

In Honor of:                     By: 
 

De Pano’s Anniversary M & D Reid 
Reynolds’ Anniversary M & D Reid 
J. Allan’s 70th b-day               M & D Reid 
Mayberry’s anniversary          M & D Reid 
 

 
 

These gifts go into the memorial fund/capital 
campaign/chairs/Sound system and are used to  
purchase items that enhance our worship, 
facilitate our fellowship, and further our mission. 

 
 
 

CHARGE CONFERENCES 2016 
 

 To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world 

 
 Characteristics of a Vital Church: 

 The three qualities of a vital congregation  
according to Steve Ross (Director of Church  
Revitalization): 
 
1. They generate all the resources necessary for 
their own maintenance (leadership, facilities, 
finances) 
 

2. They provide blessing to the community where 
they live (care, justice, comfort, healing) 
 

3.They multiply the kindom (gospel community, 
community of faith). 
  

Bishop Schnase: Five Practices of Fruitful  
                    Congregations 
 
  Extravagant generosity 
  Radical hospitality 
  Passionate worship 
  Risk-taking mission 
  Intentional faith development  
 
 

SHOW STATISTICS: 
 
 1. Average Worship Attendance over a ten    
     year period. 
2. Percentage of Apportionments Paid over a  
     ten year period. 
3. Professions of Faith over a ten year period. 
4. Baptisms over a ten year period 

A feature in our Ronald  
Review is a Column listing 
the names of those who gave 
gifts in memory, in honor, or 
in thanksgiving along with 
the names of the 
honoree or the event. 
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RONALD COMMONS CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer is fading fast, and with it the dry, warm weather that we have been enjoying for the past few months. As  

the colder, damper weather slowly transitions in, we continuing to press toward completion of the exterior siding 

and painting installation. If all goes well, that portion of the building will be completed by or before the end of  

October. 
 

The emergence of Autumn, also means that school is now back in session, which in turn means that our safety  

awareness is heightened that much more. During the last school year, we developed a safety response protocol  

with all of our subcontractors, in response to the anticipated influx of children during select periods of the day.  

This time around, we will resume with that same regimen, but will also be supplementing it with the addition of 

signage that we are having custom-made for the purpose of re-directing pedestrians to the west side of Linden  

Avenue. Additionally, we will be encouraging the school leadership to continue communicating to the  children to 

take the Aurora Avenue route in lieu of Linden Avenue North, whenever feasible. We have identified pedestrian  

traffic as the #1 safety hazard to address for the project, and I do appreciate the communication that I have had  

with some of you folks already about this important matter. Please know that it has our full attention, and will  

continue to have our full attention until the project is 100% complete. 
 

As of now, insulation and drywall installation is fully underway, two of our 3 residential floor levels have received 

gypcrete placement, and finishes are now underway as well. The finished product is really beginning to take shape 

and once we are able to complete the exterior site work within the next two months, it will really begin to take its 

place as one of the neighborhood’s newest fixtures. 
 

Please contact me at anytime with any questions or concerns that any of you may have. At this stage of the project 

we are hitting the peak for manpower, so with all of the new personnel onsite, we will continue to reinforce the  

importance of being good neighbors, and I would love to hear from you if you observe anything to the contrary. 

 

Thanks everyone– Matthew Forsythe. 

 

 

The Community Picnic at Edmonds City Park 
 

The all-church picnic was a rousing success on August 28 at Edmonds City Park.  Although it was too cold  
For many of the Surf Shack participants to get wet in the spray park, the playground and fields were a  
source of amusement.  Over 100 members of RUMC met up for food, fun, and fellowship. 
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COMING EVENTS 

Oct. 05          10:00 am Martha Circle meeting 
Oct. 05            1:00 pm SPRC meeting in the Library 
Oct.  6             9:00 am Mission u Team meeting 
Oct.  6             2:00 pm Conference UMW Team 
    Meeting 
Oct.  7             9:00 am Conference UMW Team 
    Meeting 
Oct.  7                                     Fellowship Hall set up 
Oct.  7             2:00 pm           Registration for Conference 
    UMW Annual Meeting 
Oct.  8             8:30 am Conference UMW Annual 
    Meeting 
Oct. 22           5:30 pm            Family Game Night 
Oct. 23           9:30 am  SPRC meeting with D.S. Rich
    Lang 
                     12:30 pm All Charge Conference  
 

   

Every Wed           4:30 pm     Volunteer at POPY’s Café 
Every Thursday  10:30am     Bible Study with Pastor De 
     Pano 
Every Thursday     7:30 pm     Choir Rehearsal 
Every Sunday        9:30 am  Adult Sunday School 
                             10:00 am     Praise Team Practice 
                             10:45 am  Worship Service 

JOIN US FOR 

 FAMILY GAME NIGHT 

OCTOBER 22, 2016 

5:30—8:30 PM 
All of our church family (and 

guests) are welcome to attend this 
evening of : 

 Potluck dinner 
 

 Craft activities 
 

 Games 

 Fun  

 Fellowship 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
 

GREETERS/USHERS 
FOR OCTOBER 

 

Harold & Cristina Hill 
Larry & Pauline Heesacker 

 
 

 
 

 

COFFEE HOUR 
 
7 

Oct. 02   Ramon & Jen Roque & Nepomucenos 
Oct. 09  Nelia, Amos & Rose Ann Valdez. The 
   Hume family  and Flor Nallas  
Oct. 16  Reids, V. Sumabat & M. Saldana 
Oct. 23  Bryan & Ro Valbuena, Noelle & Mike 
   Paet and Gina & Erick del Rosario-Martin  
Oct. 30  Minas family and Lesley Germino 
 
                
 

COUNTERS SCHEDULED 
 

 
 

Oct. 02  Darol Reynolds/Larry Anderson 
Oct. 09  Becky Sealey/ Harold Hill 
Oct. 16  Harold Hill /Clinton  Carbonell 
Oct. 23  Shirley Betham/Pauline Heesacker 
Oct. 30  Darol Reynolds/Larry Anderson 
 

Fort Flagler 2016 
Out of Your Comfort Zone 

 

Tired of hearing the same bible  
stories at retreats or at Sunday 
school? This retreat is all about  
stepping out of the churches comfort 
zone and learning about some of the 
other stories in the bible.  
  

What is Fort Flagler and who is invited... 
Fort Flagler is a retreat for youth in 9th - 12th grade and held at 

Fort Flagler in Nordland, Washington. 
  

 Friday, November 4, 2016 at 7:00 PM - Sunday, November 6, 
2016 at 11:00 AM (PST) Weekend is $85  

 
Where can I get more information and registration... 

https://tumyt2016.eventbrite.com 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001j9OjgJp1eWNy-a5nrz4jNKUbWxQ0Y43OEsF4AkwNAQ49zisfp0k_DJJtTn94q87uX7c1t5SheiNaNrEXA5Cdhjpr-460bpnxXixodw0xQIKshfdYGrF20oLbwyrT4qNt_Pf988dX3rzxXhmtypZ8XU4A6pIAI7cKdQyNPRmVXLwTwULulAGGOQ==&c=VnOaH7T4XtbAe2M5qkRAEhAPZG6sN6KRQnotKunJQ

