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RONALD UMC VISION STATEMENT AND PURPOSE OF MINISTRY STATEMENT 
 

Purpose of Ministry Statement: We are a responsive, respectful faith community reaching out in service to 
the needs of those around us with understanding, unlimited compassion and Christ centered support. 
 

Vision Statement: Our vision of sustainable ministry is to be a center of hospitality, hope                    
and service, responding to the spiritual and basic needs of our community. 
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Stranger Things (part 3 of 5) 

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels 
without knowing it.” 
 

 

As the title suggests, this is the third in a series of reflections based on expeditions laid out in Kio Stark’s  
essay, How to talk to strangers. The first expedition was a simple assignment to observe people for an hour, 
take notes and reflect on my thoughts. The second expedition was a two-parter, requiring increased interaction 
and emotional risk the second time around. First, I was to walk through a populated area, making eye contact 
and greeting everyone I passed, “hello”. The next time through, I was to make eye contact, greet them, and  
offer what Stark calls a phatic observation (e.g. “That’s a cute dog”, “I like your hat”; “It sure is a beautiful 
day” …) You can read my first reflections on those first two expeditions on the website under “What’s New - 
Pastor’s Blog.” 
 

As promised, this third expedition upped the interaction and emotional ante again. The assignment was to Get 
Lost, which I confess, is not a challenge for me. I can get lost pulling out of my driveway. However, directions 
were specifically designed to be “a sequence of requests that get successively more involved as you progress 
— if you are able to — through each stage. Have some paper and a pen handy and keep your smartphone 
tucked away. The first step is to ask someone for directions. If they stop and give you directions, ask them to 
draw you a map. If they draw you the map, ask for their phone number so you can call if you get lost.” (Stark 
also points out that this expedition requires you to lie. So, pay attention to how that feels too.)  
 

I headed down Aurora Avenue to a shopping center (Central Market and Sears.) My goal was to get directions 
to Shoreline Community College, a few turns and a half mile away. I abandoned my car and wandered the  
edges of the parking lot for a few minutes. I noticed that a few people were waiting for a bank to open for busi-
ness. I walked up behind the group and asked, “Does anyone know where Shoreline Community College is?”  
 
A tall white man in windbreaker and a short white woman in Seahawks gear turned to answer, with the man 
launching into a set of directions that I would have doubtlessly used to get lost. I gave him an authentically 
confused look and pulled out a note pad and pencil as if to start writing down the directions. Instead, I handed 
it to him and asked if he would just make a map. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

He took the pad and explained as he drew a map I could understand. When he realized I was walking, he 
stopped me and said I could actually take a short cut through Sears and through a gap in the fence at edge of 
the parking lot. I extended my hand and said, “Thanks again, I’m Kelly.” He answered somewhat quizzically, 
“Mike.”  
 

I thought it sounded a little strange to ask for his phone number, if I supposedly didn’t have a phone. So, I 
headed in the direction he sent me as he walked into the bank.  

                                       
I decided, I need to try again and figure out a way to ask for the next person’s phone number. This time, in  
addition to needing directions, my ‘lie’ would include being out of data on my phone, thus not being able to 
use it for directions.  
 

I wandered around in front of Central Market for a few minutes until I saw a black man and woman getting out 
of their car. She headed into Salvation Army and he headed toward Central Market. I approached him and 
asked, “Can you tell me how to get to Shoreline Community College?”  
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“Sure, I just came from there,” he said confidently. He started to explain, with lots of wandering hand gestures. I 
immediately pulled out the paper and pencil. He started to draw the map.  

 

                                                    
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

I asked for clarification and started to ask for his cell phone number when he cut me off midsentence, saying, “Why 
don’t I just drive you over there? It’s really close. My wife isn’t going to be done for awhile.”  
 

“Are you sure?” I asked, “I don’t want to inconvenience you. What if she comes out and you’re not here?”  

“Of course, it’s no problem. It’ll only take me a few minutes to get back here. I just dropped my son off for his 
class. I’ll be picking him up in an hour anyway…”  
 

(A note of wisdom: If you decide to try this expedition, I encourage you to use your best judgment about getting in 
the car with a stranger. I am generally a good judge of character. I pray a great deal about letting go of fear for my 
own personal safety. And I believe living my life too cautiously is worse than dying. However, I believe we must 
each live according to the depth and practices of our faith.)  
 
So, I climbed in  and in buckled up, and we swapped stories about our kids who just started college: his son  
thinking about music, but “trying to figure out if that’s really what he wants to do…” 
 
I told him he could drop me at the entrance, but he insisted on dropping me at the administration building. I thanked 
him, wished his son well in his studies, shook hands and exchanged names. At that point, it seemed strange to ask 
for his cell phone number, but I wish I had. I’d love to give him a call in a few months to see how his son is doing. 

 
Pastor Kelly 

An Advent Blessing from Bishop Elaine Stanovsky 

The Christmas cards I ordered arrived last week. I searched to find cards that showed the nativity with Jesus front 

and center bearing the message, “Blessed Christmas” embossed in gold. 

But something was missing. Roll call: Baby Jesus, Mary, Joseph, cow, donkey, sheep. No star. 

The star of the nativity marks the birth of Jesus as a world-changing God-event. The star is the glory of God 

shining through from heaven into the dark and harsh reality of the world. Without the star it could be any baby in 

the manger– oh, miraculous, to be sure, but without the power to heal, release, renew and transform. 

So, I bought a shiny pen. And I am painting the star into the midnight sky on every card. The power of God is at 

work in our world through Jesus, who comes to us as. . . 

 Light (shining in darkness)    |    Fire (of the Holy Spirit) 

 Hope (of the world)   |    (abundant) Life 

  Grace (upon grace)   |    (steadfast) Love 

        Promise (fulfilled)    |    Peace (on the earth) 

God bless you this Christmas, with light in darkness. And may you be a light to the world and all who live in it. 

A l l e l u i a ! 

 

 

Bishop Elaine Stanovsky 



 
 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers: As a church and people who believe in the power of prayer, let us continue to lift 
up our loved ones and friends in the joys and concerns that they are experiencing in their 
hearts and lives…. 
 

For family members and friends who are grieving the loss of these loved ones… 
For family of Ofelia Pascual for the loss of sister, Erlinda Cruz Masangkay and for Flor 
Nallas for the loss of husband, Jesse. 
 
 

 

Those who are experiencing health concerns:  
 
 

 Lydia Fernando,  Lucy Maza, Don Jones, Cheryl (the daughter of Shirley Betham), Rose  
Bernaldez, Evangeline Digan,  Patrick and Ofelia Pascual, Jun Fernando,  Corky  and Ken 
Mayberry ,  Susan  De Groot the daughter of Virgie Sumabat,  Lui Asistio, Virgie Sumabat,  

Tom the son-in-law of Shirley Betham, Kirk the nephew of Chita Jesalva, Jane the youngest sister of Jean  
Kennison, Andy the son of Corky Mayberry who has cancer,  Don  & Joyce Jones, and Dick Fleming  
 
 

Those in treatment for cancer, or who are in remission: Rusty Finley  
 

Those with continuing health concerns, or in recovery from surgery: Debbie Cavinta and Carol Sonnenfeld  
 
 

Our homebound members or in care facility: 
Ron Warner, Margaret Hyman, Gen Sison, Douglas Moore, Margaret Greenway, Cal McNamee, Fritz Schlatter, 
Harald Lindjord, Marilee Finlee,  Rosanne Lincoln and Jane Davenny 
 
 
 

Concerns for our community, our state, our nation, and the world: For our  political process post election;  the 
victims of Hurricane Matthew in Jamaica, Haiti, Cuba, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina; For continued prayers for 
peace in our times of great conflict and struggle in our communities; for the Muslim community in the U.S. and the 
world who continue to face grave injustice and targeting for oppressive and unfair acts of profiling; the continuing 
Syrian refugee crisis; for those places where war and terrorism continue to be a daily threat, especially in the Middle 
East, and especially in those places where American military is deployed; and for the continuing threat of the Zika 
virus. 
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   MISSION FOR DECEMBER 
UNWRAPPED GIFTS DRIVE FOR  

GRANDPARENT GIFT GIVING 
 

Once again the RUMC family will have 
an opportunity to   reach out to the  less 
fortunate by providing gifts for Hopelink 
grandparents to give to their grandchil-
dren at Christmas. So please include one 
or two gifts for the grandparent gift  
giving and place them under the Christ-
mas tree before Dec.18th. 
 

Volunteers Needed: 
Dec. 18th, Sunday—Set up work party from 3– 5:00 pm 
Dec. 19th, Monday—Shopping Guide/Elf– 9:30 am. Walk grand- 
  parents through toy store to assist them in selecting    
  their gift items. You will be trained about the layout 
  of the gift tables. 
                                   Gift Wrapper: Dec. 19th @9:30 am. Wrap or 
             assist families in wrapping gifts. We also need wrap -  
  ping materials, as well as large store bags that can be 
  used on the gift distribution day. 

 

A WORD ABOUT HOPELINK 

Many of the clients at Hopelink have very limited cooking and re-
frigeration space. Very large containers of perishable foods are a 
challenge for those folks. Although you can get more product for 
your money when you buy the large size, many clients cannot use 
the super saver sizes because they lack safe storage space.  

 
RONALD COMMONS COMPASS HOUSING 

 

 
 

We are hoping to furnish each unit with a bucket, Simple 
Green cleaning solution, and a packet of sponges. Other household 
items are also needed.  

 

 

DECEMBER                                              

     01 Natalia Cuanan 
     05 Toby Tobler 
     06 Fe & Ramon Roque 
     08 Pauline Heesacker 
     09  Chita Jesalva 
     10 Daisy Ocampo 
     12 Arnold Ayungac 
     13 Virginia Oconer 
     14 Calvin McNamee 
     15 Charlotte Bidstrup 
     15 Rolly del Rosario 
     19 Rosanne Lincoln 
     21 Marilyn Reid 
     23 Arlene Anderson  
     24 Garren Hume 
     25 Rufina Macalanda 
     26 Jessie Ocampo 
     27 Dan Gatcheco 
     28 Calvin Hume 
     28         Corky Mayberry 
 

We apologize if we missed your birthday. 
Please call the church office with your  
information so we may include you next 
time. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

DECEMBER 
  

      05 Lulu & Dani del Rosario 
      07 Rowena & Geno Lopez 
      20 Pining & Ben Reyes 
      30 Krissy & Ken Ritter 
      30  Daisy & Jessie Ocampo 
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Stewardship letters have been sent along with pledge 
sheets. If you did not receive one, please notify the church 
office. Thank you to those who have already returned their 
sheets. If you haven’t, please return your pledge as soon as 
possible. By turning in a pledge you help the people in 
your church who are responsible for its finances the infor-
mation that they need to plan and make decisions about 
funding programs and ministries. 
 

A tithe of ten percent is what was required of the people in 
the Hebrew Scriptures. That is a goal that many set for 
themselves with some setting a higher percentage and  
others a lower one. Whatever percent you choose, we  
recommend that you set a percentage for yourself.  
By giving a set percent of all that you take in, you will be 
more aware of the bounty that is your gift from God. 
 
 

 

FROM THE SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

Thank you for your patience and 

caution as work continues in the 

parking lot. Parking has been a 

real challenge and may become 

worse before it gets better. If you 

are able to park off site, please do 

so to leave space for those with 

physical challenges. . 

 

 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE AND JOIN US!!! 
Dec. 18th, Sunday at 10:45 a.m. during worship service. 

“The Christmas Story” written and arranged by Tom Fettke 
& Thomas Grassi. Christmas is a story filled with glorious 
images: Promise, Joy, Love, Faith, Worship, and a Baby, 
who is God’s great gift of salvation. For their imagining of 
the Christmas Story, Fettke and Grassi have selected a blend 
of thirteen and lesser-known carols, which are the perfect 
match for Ken Bible’s refreshing narrative. 

 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE  
7:00 PM 

In Memory & In Honor of… 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the month of November./December  the 
following gifts were received: 
 
 

In Memory of:                       By: 

O. Pascual’s sister Erlinda      Reids 
F. Nallas’ husband Jesse         Reids 
 
 
 

 

In Honor of:                      By: 
 

D. Reynolds 75th b-day Reids 
   

 
 

These gifts go into the memorial fund/capital 
campaign/chairs/sound system and are used to  
purchase items that enhance our worship, 
facilitate our fellowship, and further our mission. 
 

 

 

POINSETTIA ORDERS 

Advent and Christmas 
are right around the  
 corner  
  
It is a tradition at RUMC 
to decorate the Sanctuary 
with beautiful live  
Poinsettias for this joy-
ous & Holy time of year. 
  

This year we will take orders from December 04 
thru December 18Th; signups are in the bulletin 
insert or through church office on weekdays. 
 

ALTERNATIVE GIFTS 

Several members of the 
Ronald Church Family 
have embraced a differ-
ent way to recognize 
family and friends at 
special times of the year. 
Instead of giving and 
receiving purchased gifts 

they are making donations to the  General fund. 

There are different cards available for those who 
wish to do this and they are in the boxes in the 
Narthex area. 

You can also contact  family and   friends who  
usually shop for presents for you to suggest that a 
gift to  Ronald UMC in your name would please 
you.   Giving this option for alternative gifts to 
you or  to your friends and family relieves them of 
finding the perfect gift for the  person who has 
everything, and it relieves you of having to find a 
place for more stuff. It is also a very “green” 
method. 

A feature in our Ronald  
Review is a Column listing 
the names of those who gave 
gifts in memory, in honor, or 
in thanksgiving along with 
the names of the 
honoree or the event. 
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The annual United Methodist Women Christmas Luncheon and Auction. 

 
A BIG THANK YOU to all the volunteers who helped to make this event a success. Also to all who came and 
participated to support Mission.  
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COMING EVENTS 

Dec. 12                7:00 pm 32nd Distr. Meeting with  
    Rep. Cindy Ryu 
Dec. 15                5:30 pm Ronald Commons Cafe 
Dec. 18              10:45 am      Christmas Cantata 
                            3:00  pm      Volunteer to set up at 
                                                Hopelink for Grandparent’s 
    Gift Giving 
Dec. 19               9:30  am      Grandparent’s Gift Giving 
    Day at Hopelink 
Dec. 24                7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service 
Dec. 25              10:45 am      Christmas Worship Service 
Jan.  16                7:00 pm      Church Council meeting 
 
 

   

Every Wed           4:30 pm     Volunteer at POPY’s Café 
Every Thursday  10:30am      Bible Study with Pastor Stan 
                                                                   De Pano 
Every Thursday   7:30 pm     Choir Rehearsal 
Every Saturday  10:00 am     Christmas Cantata Rehearsal 
Every Sunday      9:30 am     Adult Sunday School 
                            9:30 am      Praise Team Practice 
                          10:45 am      Worship Service 
                          12:30 pm      Praise Team Practice 
 

GUESS WHO VISITED RUMC?  
 
What a wonderful day to see Margaret and her sister last month. They came to see and visit our church. Marga-

ret became a member of this church in the fall 
of 1959. That means she has a lot of special 
friends in this congregation and she misses all 
of you. She also missed working with Debbie 
and Dainius as she sang in the choir. She  
remembered one of the men from the choir sat 
in front of her one Sunday and asked her to 
join the choir. She was so glad she did and  
enjoyed it very much.  
 

Her sister who lives in another states took her 
to RUMC so she can see the newly renovated 
church. Marilyn asked her sister to visit 
Margaret on a weekend next time so both of 
them can worship on Sunday.  
 

We miss you Margaret and hope you’ll visit 
and worship with us on Dec.18th. 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
 

GREETERS/USHERS 
FOR DECEMBER 

 

Betty & Rod Hamlin 
Sam & Lori Mina, Ken & Corky Mayberry   

 
 

 

COFFEE HOUR 
 
7 

Dec. 04  L & Agnes Fernando, Yalungs & L. Maza 
Dec. 11 Dick Fleming, R. Lincoln, T & Bev Jenes 
  and Estelita Orosco  
Dec. 18  Legaspi family and Eckerlin family 
Dec. 25  Lopez family, C. Mullins and  
                      Allison Rosandich  
 
                
 

COUNTERS SCHEDULED 
 

 
 

Dec. 04  Darol Reynolds/Larry Anderson 
Dec. 11  Harold Hill/ Noelle Valbuena-Paet 
Dec. 18  Shirley Betham /Corky Mayberry 
Dec.  25   Becky Sealey/Harold Hill  


