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RONALD UMC VISION STATEMENT AND PURPOSE OF MINISTRY STATEMENT 
 

Purpose of Ministry Statement: We are a responsive, respectful faith community reaching out in service to 
the needs of those around us with understanding, unlimited compassion and Christ centered support. 
 

Vision Statement: Our vision of sustainable ministry is to be a center of hospitality, hope                    
and service, responding to the spiritual and basic needs of our community. 
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Stranger Things (episode 5 of 5)  

 

“I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, thirsty and you gave me something to 

drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” – from Matthew 25 

This last of five “stranger expeditions” happened a few times in the past month, and all of them unintentional-
ly. Instead of spending ink rehashing the first five expeditions, I encourage you to look online or let me know 
and I’ll get you a hardcopy.  
 
Kio Stark’s fifth expedition or assignment is simply “not belong.” She encourages the ‘explorer’ to “Choose a 
place you don’t fit in, where you are in the minority in some way…You should be notably out of place - per-
haps by race, gender, ethnicity, age, ability, membership, appearance or other categories of difference.” 
 
While it’s been in the back of my mind for five months now, I hadn’t planned where and how I would “not fit 
in.” I’ve discovered that the Holy Spirit often works best outside my planning efforts. 
 
The first accidental dislocation happened on Martin Luther King Day. I felt led by the Holy Spirit to partici-
pate in the march and rally held in Seattle. In an effort to witness to Christ’s peace and justice, I wore my  
clergy collar hoping that it alone would be enough to keep people from slinging hateful words (both from by-
standers aimed at those marching and from those marching aimed at the police.) I also hoped to not have to 
learn whether or not I am willing to put my body at risk for the sake of peace and non-violence.  
 

At first, I walked at the back of the march with two of RUMC’s moms pushing their little ones in strollers. 
When the little ones determined that it was time for the moms to go home, I moved through the groups finding 
myself the “odd man out,” more specifically, “the odd, middle-aged, white, guy wearing a clerical collar out.” 
 

I was most amused when I discovered that I’d moved into a group of high school and college-aged Asian  
students who had choreographed movements to match their singing and chanting. There I stood raising my 
hands and lowering them in the midst of these very flexible young people doing some limbo-esque moves that 
I was not about to imitate. I got a few looks and several grins that felt more affirming that mocking.  
 

As much as a clerical collar makes one stand out at such things, it also garners a great deal of gratitude: 
“Thank you.” “Thank you for coming.” “Thank you for being here.”  
 

After the march, I made the long trek back to where I parked the car. Passing through Pioneer Square, I didn’t 
make any effort to avoid the groups of my unhoused brothers and sisters. Most of them were dressed in large 
oversized coats, certainly covering layers of clothes to stay warm. They all had bags, backpacks, boxes, suit-
cases or grocery carts full of what I guessed to be some or all of their personal belongings.  
 

I ambled along in my unzipped Weatherproof® jacket, my clerical collar clearly visible, a poster board sign 
slung over my shoulder.  A few stared at me as I passed as if I were an alien with an antenna. A few greeted 
me with nods or words.  One woman pointed to the sign and asked “can I have that sign?” I felt guilty for not 
giving it to her, but said, “I think I’m going to need it a few more times.”  
 

More recently, I was on my way home after a very long day that included driving back from Vancouver, 
Washington to help lead a workshop at the district training event that I had to leave early to make it in time for 
a memorial service at the first church I served in Browns Point. As I walked to my car after the service, I 
scrolled through some messages on facebook and saw that people were gathering at the airport to oppose the 
strict immigration restrictions in the recent executive order. Over and over  we Christians are taught in our 
scripture to “care for the foreigner in your midst” and “welcome the stranger” (which seems particularly  
relevant to the series.)  
 
I was exhausted and so ready to go home and even though I would be driving by the airport on my way home, 
I didn’t have my clerical collar. As I leaned in to the car to hang up my robe and stole, I felt that twinge that I 
have experienced enough to know as the work of the Holy Spirit.   
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Forty-five minutes later, I was wearing my robe and stole next to a Jewish rabbi and my clergy sister, Shalom  
Agtarap in a crowd of people at baggage claim in the Seattle-Tacoma Airport. A clerical collar stands out in a 
crowd, but folks waiting for their Samsonite at carrousel 3 looked like they thought I was coming to invite them to 
be baptized. I might as well have been wearing a camel hair shirt, offering locust snacks.  
 
In her explanation of the expedition, Kio Stark warns that “you might feel really awful after. If that happens, you’ll 
have experienced something essential to empathy: what it feels like to be treated as invisible or unwelcome.” 
 
I’m not sure if it’s possible to fail one of these expeditions. I never felt awful, and “invisible” would be the last 
word I’d use to describe the experience. I think I need a do-over, but next time, I’ll try without the “uniform.”  
 

May we all find ways to welcome the stranger, 

Pastor Kelly 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEW COMERS’ LUNCH 
 If you’re  new to Ronald UMC, we’d like you to join us for lunch after worship at 12:30 pm on Sunday, February 
12th. We’d like to get to know you, introduce you to others, share a little about Ronald UMC, and answer any ques-
tions you may have. 
 
WELCOMING NEW MEMBER 
 

Several individuals and families will be joining Ronald UMC during worship on Sunday, February 26th. If you are 
interested in becoming a member or finding out more about what membership means, contact Doreen Robinson or 
Debbie Cavinta. 
 
 

We Need You for the Rebuild! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you can pound a nail, wield a paint brush, install a kitchen 
cabinet or hang drywall; you are invited to become part of the 
call to go where help is needed.  
Today, the most important thing is that homes are built well, 
and as quickly and efficiently as possible. 
   

Your help is needed today and in the months to 
come.  
 Thousands of hours of volunteer time have already been given; 
however, the job is not yet complete for much is still to do! 
Christ told us to help each other, how can we, as Christians do 
any less! 

  
Learn how you can volunteer. Contact Dennis & Marilyn for 

more information. 

 

FREE TAX HELP 

 

 
Tax help is available in your neighborhood 
and in your language from IRS-certified  
volunteers. The United Way Free Tax  
Campaign has 27 sites across King County,  
through April 20th.  
 

They’ll help you get all the credits you qualify 
for and file your return electronically, so 
you’ll get your refund fast.  
 

The best news: No appointment needed and 
no fees to pay. 
Visit your neighborhood site soon and file for 
free tax season. 
At Ronald UMC Site schedule: 
 
Monday:   5—9:00 pm 
Thursday:   3—9:00 pm 
Saturday:         10—2:00 pm 



 
 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers: As a church and people who believe in the power of prayer, let us continue to lift 
up our loved ones and friends in the joys and concerns that they are experiencing in their 
hearts and lives…. 
 

For family members and friends who are grieving the loss of these loved ones… 
The Finley family for the death of Marilee, the family of Chona Ocampo for the death of Ri-
cardo Ocampo, the Greenway family for the death of Margaret and the family of Joyce Jones 
for the death of Don. 
 
 
 

Those who are experiencing health concerns:  
 
 

 Lydia Fernando,  Lucy Maza, Cheryl (the daughter of Shirley Betham), Rose Bernaldez, 
Evangeline Digan, Jun Fernando,  Corky  and Ken Mayberry, Susan  De Groot the daughter 

of Virgie Sumabat,  Lui Asistio, Virgie Sumabat, Tom the son-in-law of Shirley Betham, Kirk the nephew of Chita 
Jesalva, Jane the youngest sister of Jean Kennison, Andy the son of Corky Mayberry who has cancer,  Don  & Joyce 
Jones, and Dick Fleming  
 
 

Those in treatment for cancer, or who are in remission: Rusty Finley  
 

Those with continuing health concerns, or in recovery from surgery: Debbie Cavinta and Carol Sonnenfeld  
 
 

Our homebound members or in care facility: 
Ron Warner, Margaret Hyman, Gen Sison, Douglas Moore, Cal McNamee, Fritz Schlatter, Harald Lindjord, Jane 
Davenny, Ofelia and Patrick Pascual 
 
 
 

Concerns for our community, our state, our nation, and the world: For our country, as we transition into a new 
administration, after the inauguration last January 20th; for continued prayers for peace in our times of great conflict 
and struggle in our communities; for those who are suffering in freezing cold weather, rebuilding lives after storms 
and tornados across the United States; for the Muslim communities in the US and the world, facing grave injustice 
and targeting for oppressive and unfair acts of profiling; for the continuing Syrian refugee crisis; for those places 
where war and terrorism continue to be a daily threat, especially in the Middle East, and especially in those places 
where American military personnel are deployed. 
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   MISSION FOR FEBRUARY 
HOPELINK CANNED/FOOD DRIVE 

 

Hopelink Food bank has moved to the new loca-
tion at Ronald  Commons building, a12,000 
square foot integrated service center.  
 

Hopelink offers an integrated array of programs 
that enable families in crisis to make progress 
toward and achieve self-sufficiency. When a fam-
ily doesn't have enough food - the most basic hu-
man need - stability in other areas is impossible. 
 

Hopelink provides food for survival and  nutrition 
education for self-sufficiency.  Hopelink food banks offer food from 
every nutritional group, as well as baby items and personal care 
products. There are special distribution times for seniors and people 
with disabilities, and evening hours for working families.  
 

Donate Goods & Services 
 

Hopelink food banks depend on food donations from individuals and 
groups (businesses, schools, churches, service clubs) to serve more 
than 3,000 families each week. We can't do it without you! 
 

Most Needed Food Items  
 

 *Canned meals      * Fruit (Canned or fresh) 

 *Canned meat   * Pasta 

 *Dry Beans   * Peanut Butter 

 *Soup    * Rice 

 *Tomato Products     * Vegetables (canned or fresh) 
 

Pop– top containers of any of the above canned goods 
 

Non Food Items 
 

*Baby items (size 3-6 diapers, wipes, formula) 

*Hygiene Items (toothpaste/toothbrushes, shampoo/soap, deodorant, 
razors, combs, brushes) 

*Paper items (toilet paper, paper towels, foil, zip-lock bags) 

Household and cleaning items (dish or dishwasher soap, household 
products, laundry soap) 
 

A WORD ABOUT HOPELINK 

With the expanded hours and the new grocery store style food bank 
format, there are more opportunities for volunteering. Consider 
giving some of your time to help with this program that seeks to 
assist people to become self-sufficient.  
 

There are also other types of volunteer jobs available. 

 
FEBRUARY                                              

     01 John Woodyard 
     08 Shirley Betham 
     08 Betty Hamlin 
     09 Zeny Ocampo 
     09 Ruth Sanoy 
     16 Yvonne Gatcheco 
     21 Ted Jenes 
     21         Mareshah Legaspi 
     27 Erin Dahlman-Oeth 
     27 Bridget Dahlman-Oeth 
     27 Carlos Llanes 
     28 Amos Valdez 
     29 Rowena Lopez 
 

 
 
We apologize if we missed your birthday. 
Please call the church office with your  
information so we may include you next 
time. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FEBRUARY 
  

      09 Arlene & Larry Anderson 
      24 Janice & Richard Fleming 
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Forty two individuals and families have pledged a total of 

$164,337. Thank you for showing your support for the 

ministries and missions of your church. 

If you haven’t returned a pledge, there is always time to do 

so. Copies of the pledge sheets may be obtained from the 

church office. By turning in a pledge you help the people 

in your church who are responsible for its finances with 

the information that they need to plan and make decisions 

about funding programs and ministries. 

 

FROM THE SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

Never park along the fence on the south side of the church 

or in the fire lane in front of the church These are critical 

safety access points. If you are able bodied, please park at 

the rear of the church or off site so that those who really 

need the spaces in front can have them. 

Take note that the Shoreline Police 
Department is accepting both  
prescription and over the counter 
meds for disposal Monday through 
Friday from 8:30-5:00 at 1206 N. 
185th Street. Protect our environment 
by not putting them into  the water 
stream or the landfill and protect our 
citizens by not letting them get into 
the hands of addicts.  

 

 
 

In Memory & In Honor of… 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During different months  the following gifts were 
received: 
 

In Memory of:                       By: 
 

Marilee Finlee    S. Betham 
Marilee Finlee    D. Robinson 
Marilee Finley    B & D Sealey 
M Greenway    D. Robinson 
M Greenway               S. Betham 
M Greenway    B & D Sealey 
M Greenway    Reids 
Don Jones    S. Betham 
Don Jones    D. Robinson 
Don Jones    B & D Sealey 
Don Jones     D Cavinta 
Don Jones    Reids 
Esther Foleen    Meichos 
 

 

In Honor of:                      By: 
 

Jackie Bernson   Nizzi Digan 
Carole Calhoun              Nizzi Digan 
Linda & Lee Reynolds  Nizzi Digan 
 
 
These gifts go into the memorial fund/capital 
campaign/chairs/sound system and are used to  
purchase items that enhance our worship, 
facilitate our fellowship, and further our mission. 

 
 

A feature in our Ronald  
Review is a column listing 
the names of those who 
gave gifts in memory, in 
honor, or in thanksgiving 
along with the names of 
the honoree or the event. 

                      

SAVE THE DATE: 

Christian Education invites for fun family night 

On February 25, 2017 at 5: 00 pm. 

Pancake supper (in place of Shrove Sunday  
Pancake Races.) 
 

Making butterflies for craft 
 
Fun, Fun, Fun and more. 
 

All are welcome and invited to come! 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY– MARCH 1 AT 7:00 PM 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Why Ashes on Ash Wednesday? Ash Wednesday marks 
the beginning of the season of Lent. Lent is a time when 
many Christians prepare for Easter by observing a period 
of fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual disci-
pline. 
 

Ash Wednesday emphasizes two themes: our sinfulness 
before God and our human mortality. The service focuses 
on both themes, helping us to realize that both have been 
triumphed through the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

During some Ash Wednesday services, the minister will 
lightly rub the sign of the cross with ashes onto the 
foreheads of worshipers. The use of ashes as a sign of 
mortality and repentance has a long history in Jewish and 
Christian worship. Historically, ashes signified purifica-
tion and sorrow for sins. 
 

There will be service at 
7:00 p.m. in the Chapel. It 
will be a time of reflection 
and preparation as we enter 
the season of Lent.  
Start your Lenten season 
with this time to be home  
with God and your church 
family. 
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Homeless count shows scope of problem in Snohomish County 
 

EVERETT — Slogging through bushes and mud, volunteers with Snohomish County’s annual Point-In-Time 
Homeless Count followed two Everett police officers Tuesday. They walked along the Snohomish River, past piles 
of trash, makeshift shelters and other signs of life on the margins. 
 
A man in a black jacket and cap stood near a bicycle and a raggedy tent. He was wary as he answered survey  
questions posed by Gretchen Holtz, a count volunteer who works for Compass Health. With morning temperatures 
near freezing, the man pointed to the tent near the river. It’s where he stays, he said. 
 
Responding to one question, he said, “When was the last time anybody had a permanent address?” 
 
The Snohomish County Human Services Department, along with social service agencies and volunteers, conducts 
the Point-In-Time Count for one day each January. Results help show the scope of homelessness in the county and 
aid in program planning. The annual data also is key for acquiring state and national funding. 
 

From 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday, volunteers from sites in Everett and in east, north and south county gathered  
information about people staying in emergency shelters, transitional housing,  on the streets and in other places not 
fit for habitation. 
 
During the 2016 count, 1,118 people were surveyed. Of those, 471 reported being unsheltered. Another 489 were 
without permanent places to stay, and were in emergency shelters or transitional housing. The 2016 count found 58 
military veterans. And those counted last year ranged in age from 44 days to 91 years old. 
 

On Tuesday, Everett Police Officers Mike Bernardi and Inci Yarkut led the way for Holtz and Autumn Manning. 
Both volunteers were from Compass Health’s PATH program (Project for Assistance in the Transition from Home-
lessness.) 
 
Also with the group was Kaitlyn Dowd, one of two social workers embedded with the police department’s Commu-
nity Outreach and Enforcement Team. Through that effort, people have been helped to access housing and get treat-
ment for addiction. 
 
The officers stopped at several homeless encampments, including a site they call “the pit.” It’s under the roadway 
in the 3800 block of Third Avenue South, not far from the Everett Gospel Mission Men’s Shelter. At the bottom of 
a steep and muddy path, graffiti fills the concrete walls. The ground is covered with discarded clothing and  
garbage. 
 

Outside the shelter, volunteers surveyed men lying and sitting on the sidewalk along Smith Avenue, while Bernardi 
greeted people by name. One of them, Lorri Baker, said she now stays at the Everett Gospel Mission Women 
&Children’s Shelter. 
 
“I’ve been clean since July, no opiates,” said Baker, 34. “The last two to three years, I’ve lost 20 friends, all drug-
related.”  Baker said she began using methamphetamine at 19, but had a seven-year clean period before turning to 
drugs again. “It is a daily fight,” she said. 
 

At 41, Jeremiah Leathart is staying at the Everett men’s shelter. He disputes what he sees as a stereotype that all 
homeless people are addicts. “I don’t use drugs or alcohol,” said Leathart, a burly, bearded man who traced his year 
long experience with homelessness to a back injury, the loss of a son, and losing his house. 
 

Among local organizations involved in Tuesday’s count were Cocoon House and Housing Hope. Homeless young 
people were surveyed at the Cocoon House U-Turn drop-in center on Broadway in Everett, said Julio Cortes, the 
agency’s public relations manager. 
 
In Arlington, Housing Hope teamed up with the county and Lutheran Community Services Northwest. During the 
count, the groups offered a homeless resource fair at the Stillaguamish Senior Center. Sara Haner, Housing Hope 
events and marketing manager, said volunteers provided haircuts, medical and dental check-ups, and hot meals. 
 
Near the Everett men’s shelter, 39-year-old Angela Masnica said she and her husband have been living in their car 
since a job loss and move from Eastern Washington. “We have to move all the time,” she said. “It’s hard trying to 
get a job. It’s a struggle.” 
 

Gretchen Holtz (left) and Autumn Manning (right), both  
volunteers from Compass Health, leave the train tracks 
through holes in a fence with Officer Inci Yukurt and law 
enforcement social worker Kaitlyn Dowd after finding an 
empty camp during the annual Point in Time Homeless 
Count on Tuesday. (Daniella Beccaria / The Herald)  

Gretchen Holtz, a volunteer from Compass Health, gathers 
information from Steve near the Everett Gospel Mission  
during the annual Point in Time Homeless Count on  
Tuesday in Everett. Volunteers conducted interviews 
throughout Snohomish County. (Daniella Beccaria / The 
Herald)  

http://snohomishcountywa.gov/2857/Point-In-Time
http://snohomishcountywa.gov/2857/Point-In-Time
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/34389
http://www.heraldnet.com/news/balanced-approach-social-workers-police-tag-team-on-problems/
https://everettwa.gov/1527/Community-Outreach-and-Enforcement-Team
https://everettwa.gov/1527/Community-Outreach-and-Enforcement-Team
http://www.egmission.org/mens-shelter/
http://www.egmission.org/women-and-childrens-shelter/
http://www.egmission.org/women-and-childrens-shelter/
http://www.cocoonhouse.org/
http://www.housinghope.org/
http://www.lcsnw.org/
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COMING EVENTS 

Feb.06              1:00 pm    Ronald Commons grand  
    opening postponed 
Feb.09              9:00 am     Interfaith Advocacy Day in 
    Olympia, WA 
Feb.12             12:30 pm    Newcomers Lunch with Pastor 
    Kelly after worship 
Feb. 25              5:00 pm    Family Night  
Feb. 26            10:45 am     Welcoming new members in 
                     worship 

 
Every Monday       5:00 pm    United Way Free Tax Help 

   

Every Wed             4:30 pm    Volunteer at POPY’s Café 
Every Thursday   10:30 am     Bible Study with Pastor Stan 
                                                                   De Pano 
Every Thursday     3:00 pm    United Way Free Tax Help 
Every Thursday     5:30 pm Ronald Commons Cafe 
Every Thursday     7:30 pm    Choir Rehearsal 
Every Saturday    10:00 am    United Way Free Tax Help 
Every Sunday        9:30 am    Adult Sunday School 
                              9:30 am     Praise Team Practice 
                            10:45 am     Worship Service 
                            12:30 pm     Praise Team Practice 
 

 

 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
 

GREETERS/USHERS 
FOR FEBRUARY 

 

Becky & Dennis Sealey 
Mario Valbuena, Lesley Germino 

 & Carol Sonnenfeld   
 

 

 

COFFEE HOUR 
 
7 

Feb. 05 The Sealeys and Jean Kennison 
Feb.12  Mario & Bong Valbuena & Debbie Cavinta 
Feb. 19 Carol Sonnenfeld, Cristina & Harry Hill, 
  & Ramon and Jenny Lou Roque 
Feb. 26 Lopez family and the Nepomucenos 
                
 

COUNTERS SCHEDULED 
 

 
 

Feb. 05  Darol Reynolds/Larry Anderson 
Feb. 12  Becky Sealey/Clinton Carbonell 
Feb. 19  Shirley Betham /Corky Mayberry 
Feb.  26   Noelle Valbuena-Paet/Harold Hill 
 

FOR RENT 

Our rehabilitated building is suitable for a variety 
of gatherings. Encourage your friends to hold 
their events at Ronald UMC. Rental contacts are 
made with the office administrator during busi-
ness hours.  
 

Rental income has a large impact on our budget . 

PI DAY 

Since the value of pi is 3.14, Ronald United Method-
ist women will celebrate by baking pies at home and 
at the church on March 11th. The church kitchen will 
be open at 10:00 that day for anyone interested in 
baking with friends. Pies will be sold after church on 
March 12th. If you would like to take part, give  
Sandra a call at 206 546 3946. 

tel:%28206%29%20546-3946

