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RONALD UMC VISION STATEMENT AND PURPOSE OF MINISTRY STATEMENT 
 

Purpose of Ministry Statement: We are a responsive, respectful faith community reaching out in service to 
the needs of those around us with understanding, unlimited compassion and Christ centered support. 
 

Vision Statement: Our vision of sustainable ministry is to be a center of hospitality, hope                    
and service, responding to the spiritual and basic needs of our community. 
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Stranger Things (episode 4 of 5)  

“There is a kind of listening with half an ear that presumes already to know what the 
other person has to say…It is little wonder that we are no longer capable of the greatest 
service of listening that God has committed to us, that of hearing our brother's confession, if we refuse 
to give ear to our brother on lesser subjects. Secular education today is aware that often a person can be 
helped merely by having someone who will listen to him seriously, and upon this insight it has con-
structed its own soul therapy, which has attracted great numbers of people, including Christians…” – 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer Life Together  
 

Hopefully, you’ve already read “Stranger Things 1, 2 & 3.” If not, you may want to start from the beginning to 
get the back story for this 5-part series. For those deciding to ignore my advice, I should at least explain that 
I’ve been undertaking different monthly “expeditions” to “talk to strangers” thanks to teacher, consultant, and 
writer, Kio Stark.  
 

Over the past three months, I’ve moved from observing, to greeting, to asking a stranger for directions. The 
last expedition ended with me unintentionally getting a ride from someone I met in a parking lot near the 
church. My December expedition was more about listening than talking.  
 

According to Stark, “People talk if you give them the chance to. They talk when you listen. This expedition 
calls for asking a stranger a disarmingly intimate question...a question that’s unexpectedly real and personal…
a question that goes to the center of a person’s self.”  
 

Based on her suggestions, I employed a few props to help legitimate the intrusion. I jotted down a few ques-
tions on a small spiral notepad that I tucked into my shirt pocket. I plugged a microphone into my cell phone 
and headed out to the site of my first expedition, the bench near the crosswalk in front of the church.  
 

With a notepad and cellphone in one hand and the microphone in the other, I approached an older woman and 
explained that I was doing a project I was calling “Crosswalk Talk.” I asked if I could ask her a question or 
two and record her answers.  
“Sure, that’s fine. I don’t care.” 
 

“Great! Thanks!” I hit record* and asked, “What advice would you give a young person today?”  
 

Taking the title of the project a little too literally, she answered without hesitation, “Wait for the ‘Walk 
Sign’…the way people drive…especially at this one…I’ve missed buses and everything.”  

Thinking a different question might lead us into something less pedestrian, I said, “A different question, ‘what 

are you most afraid of?”  

“Getting hit! Really…I’ve been treated for (inarticulate word) arthritis. I go to my doctor at least once a week. 
You know because I have so many oncoming problems. It happens. Wear and tear on the body, when you get 
to be 50…past 50…Well, there’s your answer…”  
 
A few minutes later, two young women walked up. It seemed like they were on break from high school or col-
lege and had been out shopping. I explained my project again. They too agreed to be recorded. Based on their 
age, I decided against the first question and led with “What are you most afraid of?”  
 

“Spiders,” said the first. 
 

“I’m probably most afraid of getting robbed or like kidnapped.” I wondered if her answer was contextual (i.e. a 
stranger had just approached them and asked them what they were most afraid of.)  
 

While Stark suggests not filling the silence, it seemed that jumping in with another question might prevent me 
from getting a face full of pepper spray. So, I followed up with what I hoped was a cheerfully innocuous ques-
tion, “What’s one of your favorite childhood memories?”  
 

A full 4 seconds past before Spiders answered again, “Going to see Santa.”  
Robbed and Kidnapped quickly piggybacked, “Yeah, that’s probably mine too...” and then somewhat hopeful-
ly, “Is that it?” 
 

I took that as a clear sign that we were done…that and the rain that had started falling. I was rained out the rest 
of the day, but resumed my expedition the next day down at a crosswalk near the Seattle ferry terminal where 
three pairs of folks were willing to stop and talk, and far more declined.  



 2 

 

In addition to the “scariest thing” question, I took a cue from one of my favorite folk singers, Carrie Newcomer, 
and I added, “can you tell me one of your favorite stories about one of your grandmothers.”  
 

In general, I found the grandmother stories far more personal, interesting and surprising than the “scariest thing.” 
However, standing there at the edge of the Puget Sound, I asked the first couple that stopped, “What’s the scariest 
thing to you?” Without missing a beat, the man answered, “Drowning.” I thought it must be because we were so 
close to the water, but when I asked if he had a reason, he answered, “I was a lifeguard for years. So, I know what 
happens when the human body is exposed to water…It feels like your lungs are on fire.” To which his female  
companion said, “It does.” It was such a raw sharing that it felt as though they had touched some very personal 
memories.    
 

Though a stark contrast in tone, the final story seems to come from a similar place in the attic of human memory. 
Having answered the first question rather quickly and flatly, “being broke, ” I was surprised by the childlike quality 
of his answer to the second.  
 

“My grandma? It’s not a good story, but it means something to me. She used to have a garden at my parents’ house, 
a nice big garden and it was beautiful. And some of my favorite memories were going to that garden and hanging 
out with her. She always had a bottle, a glass bottle of milk and a pbj sandwich. I thought it was weird and great. So 
I’d hop off the bus and go help her garden and drink milk and eat sandwiches.”  
 

While this series has primarily focused on talking to strangers, I think Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Kio Stark are right 
to invite us to practice listening to others, too. I obviously didn’t have long conversations with any of those who 
stopped, and some people didn’t want to talk to me at all. But listening to and reading most of their responses, I 
sense a yearning to share, to connect, to tell a story to someone willing to listen.  
 

I know plenty of wonderful church folks who don’t like making small talk at fellowship time, which is probably 
why many of us cluster with family and friends.  So, the next time you’re trying to avoid the newcomer because 
you don’t want to make small talk, introduce yourself and tell them your pastor told you to ask them for a story 
about one of their grandmothers.  
 

Until next month,  

Pastor Kelly 

*Since I didn’t have space to share all the answers here, you can hear the audio ‘interviews’ online at tinyurl.com/

zttze4n. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 2016 DONORS 

 

 

 

 

 

For the 299 Homeless Students in the Shoreline School District 

        
 Larry & Arlene Anderson 

Fe, Froilan and Ramon Roque 
Marilyn & Dennis Reid 

Mingh Saldana 
Flordeliza D. Nallas 

Cristina & Harold Hill 
Pastor Stan & Audrey De Pano 

Chita Jesalva 
Darol & Sandra Reynolds 

Geno & Rowena Lopez 
Betty & Rod Hamlin 

Cecile & Rolly del Rosario 
Marvin & Shallum Legaspi 

Evangelina S. Digan 
Abraham Valdez, Jr 

Pastor Kelly and family 
Larry & Pauline Heesacker 

Robert Koch 
Judy Pound 

Doreen Robinson 
Becky & Dennis Sealey 

Shirley Betham 
LeAnn Weinman 

 

 

For 299 Homeless Students in the Shoreline School 
District 

A heartfelt thank you to all the donors.  
We have  collected $361.00 . 

 



 
 

In Our Thoughts and Prayers: As a church and people who believe in the power of prayer, let us continue to lift 
up our loved ones and friends in the joys and concerns that they are experiencing in their 
hearts and lives…. 
 

For family members and friends who are grieving the loss of these loved ones… 
Flor Nallas for the loss of husband, Jesse , the Finley’s family for the death of Marilee, and  
the family of Chona Ocampo for the death of Ricardo Ocampo 
 
 

 

Those who are experiencing health concerns:  
 
 

 Lydia Fernando,  Lucy Maza, Don Jones, Cheryl (the daughter of Shirley Betham), Rose  
Bernaldez, Evangeline Digan, Jun Fernando,  Corky  and Ken Mayberry, Susan  De Groot the 
daughter of Virgie Sumabat,  Lui Asistio, Virgie Sumabat,  

Tom the son-in-law of Shirley Betham, Kirk the nephew of Chita Jesalva, Jane the youngest sister of Jean  
Kennison, Andy the son of Corky Mayberry who has cancer,  Don  & Joyce Jones, and Dick Fleming  
 
 

Those in treatment for cancer, or who are in remission: Rusty Finley  
 

Those with continuing health concerns, or in recovery from surgery: Debbie Cavinta and Carol Sonnenfeld  
 
 

Our homebound members or in care facility: 
Ron Warner, Margaret Hyman, Gen Sison, Douglas Moore, Margaret Greenway, Cal McNamee, Fritz Schlatter, 
Harald Lindjord, Jane Davenny, Ofelia and Patrick Pascual 
 
 
 

Concerns for our community, our state, our nation, and the world: For our  political process; for continued 
prayers for peace in our times of great conflict and struggle in our communities; for the Muslim community in the 
U.S. and the world which continues to face grave injustice and targeting due to oppressive and unfair acts of profil-
ing; for the continuing Syrian refugee crisis; for those places where war and terrorism continue to be a daily threat, 
especially in the Middle East and  in those places where American military is deployed; and for the continuing 
threat of the Zika virus. 
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   MISSION FOR JANUARY 
RONALD COMMONS COMPASS HOUSING 

 

 
 

We are hoping to furnish each unit with a bucket, Simple 
Green cleaning solution, and a packet of sponges. Other household 
items are also needed.  

 
Thank you all for your generosity, support and participation to 
RUMC—HOPELINK GIFT GIVING DAY, DECEMBER 19, 2016.  
We had 113 families for 412 kids/teens this year! It was a great 
event!  

The gifts were all donated by a variety of 
Shoreline organization and Ronald UMC 
members. Thank you all for your generosity, 
support and participation. 

Thank you, thank you to all the 
 volunteers! 

 

Darol Reynolds, Sandra Reynolds, Pastor 
Kelly and his children, Becky & Dennis 
Sealey, Hume Family, Trina McCarrell,  
Jason Metcalf-Lindenburger, Donna  

Carbonell, Cristina Hill, Gina del Rosario– Martin, Beth Val-
buena, Carol Sonnenfeld, Fe & Ramon Roque & Keith, Marilyn & 
Dennis Reid.  

Thanks for all your time to make a difference in the lives of the 
grandparents. Everyone was very pleased with the smoothness and  
graciousness of the event. Thank you again to all who helped in so 
many ways. 
 

Hopelink will be closing down in its current location in Aurora 
Square at the end of January. They will open their doors for business 
on February 7th in their new space in our back yard. There will be a 
need for more volunteers. Now would be a good time to contact the 
Shoreline office to learn about and sign up for some of the new posi-
tions they will have. 
 

JANUARY                                              

     01 Maiya Brontzman 
     02 Jeremiah Tobler 
     12 Geno Lopez 
     12 Salve Roque 
     13 Ruth Sanoy 
     14 Marvin Legaspi 
     16 Craig Dewitt 
     19 Melanie Potter 
     19 Mario Valbuena 
     20 Joshua Mina  
     25 Phil Hoxter 
     27 Ron Warner 
     28 Jeremy Bryan 
     31         Rosie Johnson 
 

 
We apologize if we missed your birthday. 
Please call the church office with your  
information so we may include you next 
time. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

JANUARY 
  

      13 Nelia & Carlos Llanes 
      29 Bev & Ted Jenes 
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Thank you to those who have already returned their sheets. 

If you haven’t, please return your pledge as soon as possi-

ble. Copies of the pledge sheets are available from the 

church office. By turning in a pledge you help the people 

in your church who are responsible for its finances with 

the information that they need to plan and make decisions 

about funding programs and ministries. 

A tithe of ten percent is what was required of the people in 
the Hebrew Scriptures. That is a goal that many set for 
themselves   with some   setting a higher percentage and  
others a lower one. Whatever percent you choose,    we  
recommend that you set a percentage for yourself.  
By giving a set percent of all that you take in, you will be 
more aware of the bounty that is your gift from God. 
 
 
 

 

FROM THE SAFETY COMMITTEE 
 

We ask that you continue to park off site if you are able to 
leave space for those with mobility issues. Some people 
who have mobility issues do not have handicap parking 
permits. 

 
If you are injured while on the 
church property, report it to the busi-
ness office or to Sandra Reynolds 
who is the safety officer. 

 

 
 
 

In Memory & In Honor of… 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the month of December  the following 
gifts were received: 
 

In Memory of:                       By: 
 
Jesse Nallas    Reids 
Ricardo Ocampo   Reids 
Marilee Finley    Reids 
Rob Koch’s mother   Reids 
 

 

In Honor of:                      By: 
 
Darol Reynolds B-day  Reids 
Andersons    Reids 
Toblers    Reids 
Robinsons    Reids 
Legaspis    Reids 
Pascuals    Reids 
Reynolds    Reids 
Reynolds    S. Legaspi 
Pastor De Pano   S. Legaspi 
Evangeline Digan   Nizzi Digan 
Reids                Nizzi Digan 
Reids     S. Legaspi 
 
 
These gifts go into the memorial fund/capital 
campaign/chairs/sound system and are used to  
purchase items that enhance our worship, 
facilitate our fellowship, and further our mission. 

A feature in our Ronald  
Review is a Column listing 
the names of those who 
gave gifts in memory, in 
honor, or in thanksgiving 
along with the names of 
the honoree or the event. 

MESSAGE FROM 

HOPELINK 

 

 

 

 

... because of you, that’s how many families and individuals were helped by Hopelink this year: 64,000. 
You provided food, shelter, heat. Help finding a job, or planning a better future. Rides to medical appointments. 
You helped provide stability to those in crisis, and a path out of poverty for many others. 
 

You helped ensure that children would have enough to eat during the summer months, when they don’t receive 
meals at school. You sent more kids back to class equipped with the tools and supplies they need in order to suc-
ceed. You made sure more than 5,000 kids would receive toys and gifts during this year’s holiday season. And 
you provided hope. 
 

From everyone at Hopelink and those we serve, thank you. We are grateful for your support, and we are inspired 
by your generosity and your commitment to helping others. 
 

We are looking forward to an exciting year ahead. Beginning February 7, we will expand services to the Shore-
line community through a unique partnership with Compass Housing Alliance and Ronald United Methodist 
Church. Hopelink’s new Shoreline Center at Ronald Commons will be more than twice the size of the current 
Shoreline center, and by 2020, will serve 2,500 people every year – offering not only food, but additional adult 
education classes and help finding a job. 
 

A new year is always full of promise and opportunity. Where there is uncertainty, know that every step each of 
us takes toward helping someone else is always a step toward building a better, stronger, more resilient commu-
nity.  
  
Thank you for all you do. 
 
 

Happy New Year! 
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COMING EVENTS 

Jan. 05                5:30 pm Ronald Commons Cafe 
Jan. 11              10:00 am        Martha Circle 
Jan. 23                7:00 pm Church Council Meeting                            
Feb. 06               1:00 pm Ronald Commons Grand 
    Opening 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Every Wed             4:30 pm    Volunteer at POPY’s Café 
Every Thursday   10:30am      Bible Study with Pastor Stan 
                                                                   De Pano 
Every Thursday     5:30 pm Ronald Commons Cafe 
Every Thursday     7:30 pm     Choir Rehearsal 
Every Sunday        9:30 am     Adult Sunday School 
                              9:30 am      Praise Team Practice 
                            10:45 am      Worship Service 
                            12:30 pm      Praise Team Practice 
 
 

RONALD COMMONS GRAND OPENING 
 IN SHORELINE, FEBRUARY 6, 2017 1-3 p.m. 

 

Ronald Commons is a new affordable housing development and service center that will offer housing for home-
less and low-income residents, as well as support programs that include a food bank, family case management 
and financial education and assistance. The project merges compassion with a commitment to action combining 
the resources, talent and vision of three organizations that have deep roots in the Shoreline community:  

                      Compass Housing Alliance, Hopelink and Ronald United Methodist Church 

 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
 

GREETERS/USHERS 
FOR JANUARY 

 

Betty & Rod Hamlin 
Sam & Lori Mina, Ken & Corky Mayberry   

 
 

 

COFFEE HOUR 
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Jan. 01 Coffee Hour and  Evangelism Committees 
Jan.08  Carla & Reuben Roque, Salve & Rey 
   Roque  
Jan. 15 Doreen Robinson, Zelda & Julius Carbonell 
Jan. 22 The Andersons & the Heesackers 
Jan. 29 Marijune Doniego, Judith Bailey and Rosie 
   Johnson  
 
                
 

COUNTERS SCHEDULED 
 

 
 

Jan. 01  Darol Reynolds/Larry Anderson 
Jan. 08  Harold Hill/ Noelle Valbuena-Paet 
Jan. 15  Shirley Betham /Corky Mayberry 
Jan.  22   Larry Anderson/ Darol Reynolds 
Jan.  29   Clinton Carbonell/Becky Sealey  


