
In some ways, it’s hard to believe that I’ve already been at Ronald United Methodist Church for 

a two months! My heart is already filled with love for you who make up this part of the body of 

Christ! I continue to be overwhelmed by the love so many of you have shown me and my 

family. It is a blessing to watch how you care for one another, and how graciously you welcome 

new folks who find their way here on Sunday mornings and throughout the week. I still have so 

much to learn about the place, people and practices of RUMC. Believe it or not, there are still a 

few nooks and closets that I haven’t explored. It will take me even longer to learn everyone’s 

name. I’m grateful for your patience, and that you continue to wear you name tags, not only for 

me, but for all those new folks God is bringing our way. And as I continue to bumble my way 

through worship, committee meetings, and the general flow of life here, I am incredibly 

grateful for your long-suffering and your forgiveness. Those of you who have been in worship 

have probably figured out that I am passionate about Jesus’ call to love our neighbor, 

particularly the poor, the marginalized and those who are most vulnerable. As I said my first 

sermon here, I have never found a clearer mission statement than the words Jesus read from 

the prophet Isaiah when he declared his public ministry: The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 

release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to 

proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. Since 1909, the saints of this congregation have been 

striving to live out this mission in North Seattle. As we take our place in the long line of those 

saints, it seems that now, more than ever, the communities we serve are filled with hungry, 

hurting, heartbroken people who are desperate for us to continue to show and share the 

transforming love of God. I know that living out a life of loving service as a follower of Jesus can 

be challenging, if not exhausting. Thus, it is imperative that each of us find ways to continue to 

fill our spiritual well. Thankfully, Jesus, the early church and John Wesley gave us resources. 

Some of you may even be more consistent and regular with your spiritual practices than I am. 

With your help, I want to help all of us to develop a set of personal and corporate spiritual 

practices that will keep us refreshed and ready to serve Christ daily. As we continue to share 

the love of Christ in our community, I invite everyone to join in the fundamental spiritual 

practice of prayer. Please pray for those in our community who come to us as “Christ in his 

most distressing disguise.” Pray for all the children, youth, and adults who are part of the body 

of Christ at Ronald UMC that each may yearn to share the heart of God and the mind of Christ. 

Pray for the leaders and staff who strive to lead with a servant heart. Finally, please pray for me 

that I may be faithful to God’s call on my life to lead you and serve alongside you with courage 

and humility. If you don’t have a practice of prayer or would like some help getting started, 

please let me know. There is no shame in asking how to pray. In the Gospel according to Luke, it 

wasn’t until chapter 11 that Jesus’ own disciples finally asked him to teach them how to pray. I 

look forward to what I hope will be a long journey together as partners in the Gospel.  

Blessings,  

Pastor Kelly  



*If you’re wondering, yes, I borrowed these words from the title of Anne Lamott’s book on 

prayer: Help, Thanks, Wow: The three essential prayers. If you are looking for some help with 

your prayer life, it’s not a bad place to start. 


